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Introduction

This policy outlines the approach to mobile phone use at the school in line with the latest
Department for Education (DfE) guidance, 2026. The school aims to maintain a safe, respectful
and focused learning environment.

Policy Overview

Mobile phones are a valuable part of modern life and can be helpful for communication, safety
and learning beyond school. However, we also recognise growing concerns about their impact
on children’s wellbeing, relationships and learning. Our aim is not to dismiss the benefits of
technology, but to protect pupils from unnecessary distraction or risk and to promote positive
habits around mobile phone use. By restricting phone use during the school day, we support
pupils to focus on their learning, socialise with friends and develop independence in a safe and
nurturing environment.

Mobile phones can pose risks including distraction, safeguarding concerns, bullying, disruption
of learning and exposure to online harms. The school promotes a phone-free learning
environment that supports wellbeing, safety and academic engagement.

Pupils may bring mobile phones to school but must turn them off and hand them in at the start of
the school day. Phones are stored securely and returned at the end of the day. Pupil’s phones
should then be taken off-site before being switched back on.

Education on Mobile and Online Safety

The school provides pupils with education on mobile phone safety, online behaviour,
cyberbullying and digital citizenship as part of the curriculum. Pupils are taught why restrictions
on mobile phone use are important.

Medical and Safeguarding Exceptions

Pupils with medical conditions, disabilities or specific safeguarding needs may be permitted to
retain access to their phones where appropriate. Such exceptions must be formally approved by
the Headteacher and documented.

Staff Mobile Phone Use

Staff must not use personal mobile phones in front of pupils. Phones should only be used in
staff-only areas or for emergency/safeguarding purposes.



Trips and Residential Visits

As with the normal school day, Mobile phones should not be brought on school trips and should
be handed in to the class teacher before the trip/residential so they can be left at school.

Storage, Retrieval and Security

Phones handed in by pupils will be stored securely by staff. The school is not liable for loss or
damage except in cases of negligence.

Breaches of Policy

Pupils who fail to hand in their phone or misuse a device may have it confiscated. Repeated
breaches may result in further sanctions according to our behaviour policy..

Communication with Parents

Parents will be informed of the policy and may contact the school office during the day if they
need to reach their child. Pupils should not communicate directly with parents during the school
day using mobile phones.
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